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Panel 1: A dark, plain bar. A man (the Inventor) sits at the bar, on a stool. On a stool 
on his right, a bulky suitcase sits. There is another empty stool to the right of that. We 
can’t see his face at the moment, as the shot is from the back. A TV is on behind the 
bar, showing the news. 

CAPTION
THE DEVICE

Writer: Dziugas Matas
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Panel 2: Same panel as above, except now the Inventor has one hand up, is ordering a 
drink. 

INVENTOR
Another.

Panel 3: Bartender has appeared behind the bar, is pouring the Inventor his scotch. 

Panel 4: Another silent beat as the Inventor sips his drink. 
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Panel 1: Another man (John) is sitting down on the third stool. The Inventor shows no
sign of noticing him. 

Panel 2: John waves for the Bartender. 

JOHN
Hey Bart! Can I get a beer, please? 

BARTENDER (off panel) 
Sure thing. 

Panel 3: The Bartender is setting the beer down in front of John, who is happy to get 
to his drink. This is his regular hangout; this is his regular drink; and he’s used to 
knowing everybody in the place. 

BARTENDER
Here you go, John. Rough day? 

JOHN
Same shit, different day, Bart. 

BARTENDER
Ain’t that the truth. 

Panel 4: John is looking curiously at the Inventor, a smile on his face, hoping to start 
up a conversation. He’s not trying to be annoying, in fact he’s rather friendly. He just 
likes to know the people that hang out here. The Inventor, on the other hand, refuses 
to lift up his head in acknowledgment of John’s stare. 
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Panel 1: John tries to start up a conversation with the Inventor. 

JOHN
How’s it going?

INVENTOR
OK.

Panel 2: John starts in on his beer, disappointed the Inventor isn’t talkative. 

Panel 3: The three of them watch the news on tv.

Panel 4: The Pope appears on the television screen, blessing a crowd. 

Panel 5: The Inventor mutters under his breadth while John takes a sip of his beer in 
the background. 

INVENTOR
What a dick…

Panel 6: John spits some of the beer back into the glass reflexively at this. 
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Panel 1: John composes himself, wiping his chin, he’s glad to have something to talk 
about. The Inventor has his right hand on the box on the stool next to him. 

JOHN
Not a Catholic, eh?

INVENTOR
I was. That’s why I invented this. 

Panel 2: John is intrigued. The Inventor finally looks directly at John. 

JOHN
An inventor, eh? So, what does it do? 

INVENTOR
It shows a person’s sins. 

Panel 3: John is taken aback again. He doesn’t know how to respond to that. The 
Inventor is still looking at him. 

Panel 4: John looks away again, wanting to avoid the man he thinks is clearly crazy. 
The Inventor is still looking at him, however. 

INVENTOR
Not so talkative now, eh? It works, though. 
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Panel 1: Inventor continues talking to John. John is looking at the Inventor again. 

INVENTOR
It would never have gotten to the Pope himself if it didn’t.  

JOHN
You met with the Pope?

Panel 2: Flashback. The Pope is in a grim mood, receiving the Inventor without a hint 
of levity or friendliness. The Inventor is carrying the same suitcase. 

CAPTION
I thought it would help the church bring people into the fold.

POPE
Hello, my Child.

Panel 3: Continuing flashback. 

CAPTION
But I did not receive the reception I expected. 

POPE
You have created a powerful tool indeed. I’ve heard the device works flawlessly.

Panel 4: Continuing flashback
 

CAPTION
I soon realized why they rejected the device. 

POPE
Alas, the church cannot use it, or make knowledge of the device public. You must

understand, some things should be left as a matter of faith. 

Panel 5: Continuing flashback – the Pope is looking at the suitcase fearfully. 

CAPTION
They were afraid of it. 

INVENTOR
Would you like to try it?

POPE
No, child, I dare say I would not. 
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Panel 1: Back in the bar. John is again staring at the Inventor in awe. 

JOHN
So what happened? 

INVENTOR
I pushed. I insisted that the Pope test the device, convinced he wouldn’t be able to

reject it if he tried it. 

Panel 2: Flashback again, now it’s a heated argument between the Inventor and the 
Pope. Guards are dragging the Inventor out, the Pope is yelling and pointing at the 
door. 

CAPTION
I was excommunicated, thrown out of the church forever. 

Panel 3: Bar again, for a beat of silence. 

JOHN
Wow…

JOHN (connected)
What do you see when you use the machine? 

Panel 4: Close up of the Inventor. He’s tired, depressed. 

INVENTOR
Just inventing the damn thing. Over and over again. It’s… tiring. 

Panel 5: The Inventor puts money down on the counter. 

Panel 6: The Inventor is walking away from the bar. The suitcase is still on the stool. 

JOHN
Hey! You forgot your…

Panel 7: John is sitting in silence, alone now, looking at the suitcase. Not daring to 
touch it. 


