
EXT. CENTRAL INDIANAPOLIS - DAY

It’s a bitterly cold, overcast fall morning on a busy city 
street, depressingly grey. Holmes strides down the street 
purposefully, small package in hand, an umbrella under the 
other arm. 

He approaches a hotel on the other side of the street - White 
River Hotel, and enters. 

INT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

The window is wide open, but there is barely any light 
entering the hotel room at all. The older girls, ALICE (15) 
and NELL (13), are still in their beds, while little HOWARD 
(8) is sitting on the edge of his, watching cartoons. 

NELL
I am so fucking bored.

Howard is glad to have dirt on his sister. 

HOWARD
I’m gonna tell Uncle Howard you 
swore, Nell!

NELL
Shut up, Howie.

Alice is staring at the ceiling. 

ALICE
I still cannot believe he took our 
phones away.

NELL
I know, so lame.

Holmes enters the hotel room, and appears excited to be there. 

HOLMES
Hey, kids! I have croissants!

NELL
Awesome.

Holmes flashes an angry look her way. 

HOLMES
Don’t be sarcastic, Nell, I’m 
trying. I know this is hard for 
everyone.

He sets out pastries from the package he was carrying. Howard 
grabs his and runs right back to the cartoons, while the girls 
get up and come to the table. 

HOLMES
Tea?
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ALICE
I want coffee.

NELL
Me too!

Holmes turns around, looks at them for a beat. 

HOLMES
Well, I guess this is kind of a 
vacation. Don’t tell your mom!

Holmes starts making coffee in the kitchenette. 

HOLMES
Howard, I’m going to take to to a 
friend of mine now, she’s going to 
watch you for a few days.

HOWARD
Aww, but there’s a Scooby Doo 
marathon on!

Holmes smiles. 

HOLMES
I’m sure Ms. Williams has cable.

He sets down coffee for Alice and Nell, and goes towards 
Howard. 

HOLMES
Come on, go get dressed.

Holmes reaches over, picks up the remote, and switches off the 
TV. 

HOWARD
Awww...

Howard runs off to put on his shoes. 

ALICE
We need warmer clothing, Uncle 
Howard.

HOLMES
Oh? Is it cold in here?

NELL
Not really, but we want to go out 
and we can’t do it with what we 
have now. It is so boring in here.

HOLMES
OK, we’ll see what we can do 
later. Just do not go out without 
me, under any circumstance, got 
it?

(MORE)
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HOLMES (CONT’D)
Now, do you have letters for your 
mom?

ALICE
Yeah, they’re over on the 
nightstand. Why isn’t she sending 
anything back?

Holmes goes to pick up the letters, written in the tidy 
handwriting of teenage girls. 

HOLMES
I told you, everyone is really on 
edge right now due to this whole 
business with your father. But 
that will all be over soon, 
alright? You ready, Howard?

HOWARD
Yeah.

HOLMES
OK, let’s go. Say bye to your 
sisters!

HOWARD
Bye!

ALICE
Bye!

NELLIE
Bye!

Howard takes Holmes’ hand, and begins following him out the 
front door, before turning around and running back.

HOWARD
Wait, Uncle Howard! I need my 
Optimus Prime!

He grabs an action figure from his bedside table, and runs 
back, takes Holmes’ hand again. 

HOWARD
Oooo, I just remembered, Nellie 
said a curse word!

HOLMES
Oh, did she now? I’ll need to have 
a talk with her about that later.

The door closes. 
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INSERT - LETTER

A hand-written letter from one of the girls. One of the lines 
stands out. 

ALICE (V.O.)
Howard is not with us now.


